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tablishment, — but it has all that we wish for, and all
our friends will care about; and we long to see you there.
Charlotte sends the kindest remembrances to Mrs. Mor-
ritt.
As for politics, I have thought little about them lately;
the high and exciting interest is so completely subsided,
that the wine is upon the lees. As for America, we
have so managed as to give her the appearance of tri-
umph, and what is worse, encouragement to resume the
war upon a more favorable opportunity. It was our
business to have given them a fearful memento that the
babe unborn should have remembered; but, having
missed this opportunity, I believe that this country would
submit with great reluctance to continue a war, for which
there is really no specific object. As for the Continental
monarchs, there is no guessing what the folly of Kings
and Ministers may do; but God knows! would any of
them look at home, enough is to be done which might
strengthen and improve their dominions in a different
manner than by mere extension. I trust Ministers will
go out rather than be engaged in war again, upon any
account. If France is wise (I have no fear that any
superfluous feeling of humanity will stand in the way),
she will send 10,000 of her most refractory troops to fight
with Christophe and the yellow fever in the Island of St.
Domingo, and then I presume they may sit down in quiet
at home.
But my sheet grows to an end, and so does the plead-
ing of the learned counsel, who is thumping the poor
bar as I write.    He hems twice.   Forward, sweet Orator
Higgins! — at least till I sign myself, dear Morritt,
Yours most truly,
walter scott.
Guy Mannering was published on the 24th of February
—that is, exactly two months after The Lord of the Isles

